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SUBJECT: TRADE UNION ACTIVITY DURING PRESIDENTIAL VISIT 
REE: (A) TOKYO 12292; (B) TOKYO 12304 

1. SUMMARY. ONE, POSSIBLY TWO, EVENTS ARE SCHEDULED BY TRADE 
UNIONS DURING PERIOD OF PRESIDENTIAL VISIT: RALLIES AND DEMON- 
STRATIONS OPPOSING PRIME MIMISTER TANAKA, NUCLEAR ARMS AND 
PRESIDENT FORD'S VISIT WILL BE CALLED NOVEMBER 17 OR 18. 

SPONSORS STRESS THERE WILL BE NO VIOLENCE. ON NOVEMBER 19, 

AS REGULAR PART OF LABOR'S AUTUMN STRUGGLE TO WIN ANTI- 
INFLATION ALLOWANCES, UNIONS IN TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS WILL 
ENGAGE IN SPOT STRIKES AND OTHER DISPUTE TACTICS. PLANS 

NOT YET FIRM AS TO HOW MUCH TACTICS WILL BE SYMBOLIC, E.G. 

30 MINUTE STRIKES OR WORKSHOP RALLIES, AND HOW MUCH 
SUBSTANTIAL WORK STOPPAGES OE UP TO 24 HOURS. BUS AND AIRLINE 
EMPLOYEES MAY PARTICIPATE, BUT AIRPORT CONTROL FACILITIES 
NOT RPT NOT AFEECTED. END SUMMARY. 

2. BOTH POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC STRUGGLES PLANNED PRINCI- 
PALLY BY JAPAN'S LARGEST LABOR CONFEDERATION, GENERAL COUNCIL 
OF TRADE UNIONS (SOHYO), ARE ENCOUNTERING DIFFICULTIES. IN 
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POLITICAL ARENA IT HAS SCHEDULED NATIONWIDE RALLIES AND 
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DEMONSTRATIONS NOVEMBER 17 OPPOSING (A) PRIME MINISTER 
TANAKA AND HIS LDP-CONTROLLED GOVERNMENT, (B) NUCLEAR ARMS 
IN JAPAN, AND (C) PRESIDENT EORD'S VISIT. JOINT SPONSORS 
IN RALLIES ARE NATIONAL EEDERATION OE INDEPENDENT UNIONS 
(CHURITSUROREN), JSP, JCP AND PERHAPS KOMEITO. CHURITSUROREN 
REPORTEDLY UNENTHUSIASTIC, FEELING THAT THE POLITICAL ISSUES 
ARE TOO REMOTE EROM WORKERS' REAL CONCERNS-WAGES AND 
INELATION. JCP DEMANDING THAT DATE BE 

CHANGED TO 18TH WHEN PRESIDENT EORD DUE TO ARRIVE. SOHYO 
AND JSP ARE CURRENTLY DEBATING WHAT ACTION TO TAKE. 

3. ON ECONOMIC ERONT SOHYO AND CHURITSUROREN ARE SPONSORING 
AUTUMN STRUGGLE WITH PRINCIPAL OBJECTIVES OF OPPOSING 
PERSONNEL RETRENCHMENTS IN INDUSTRY AND OE WINNING ANTI- 
INELATION ALLOWANCES EQUIVALENT TO ONE MONTH'S BASE PAY IN 
ADDITION TO REGULAR YEAR-END BONUSES. AS REPORTED IN REETEL 
(B), CLIMAX OE THIRD ROUND IN AUTUMN CAMPAIGN IS "UNIFIED 
ACTION DAY" SCHEDULED IN NOVEMBER 18-20 PERIOD. (SCHEDULE 
WAS ESTABLISHED BEEORE DATES OF PRESIDENTIAL VISIT WERE KNOWN.) 
BUT WHILE SOHYO CAN MAKE OVERALL PLANS, ITS INDIVIDUAL 
AFFILIATED UNIONS MUST BOTH AGREE TO THEM AND PROVIDE THE 
MUSCLE TO MAKE THEM EEEECTIVE. UNIONS IN PRIVATE INDUSTRY, 

IN VIEW OE PRESENT BUSINESS SLUMP, ARE PROVING RELUCTANT 
TO LAUNCH STRIKES. PUBLIC CORPORATION AND NATIONAL 
ENTERPRISE UNIONS ARE LEET TO SPEARHEAD THE CAMPAIGN, AND 
SOME OE THEM FEEL TIMING EOR STRIKES WILL NOT BE APPROPRIATE 
UNTIL DECEMBER. SOME PLANS ARE FIRM, OTHER UNIONS HAVE YET 
TO SETTLE ON A COURSE OE ACTION: ON NOVEMBER 19 JNR WORKERS 
(KOKURO) WILL STRIKE CERTAIN FREIGHT TRAINS AND EREIGHT YARDS 
EOR 24 HOURS. THIS WILL SLOW DOWN SERVICE AND DISRUPT IT 
BUT HOW SERIOUSLY CANNOT YET BE DETERMINED. KOKURO WILL ALSO 
REFUSE TO COLLECT TICKETS AND STRIKE AT TICKET SALES 
COUNTERS EOR 12 HOURS. JNR LOCOMOTIVE ENGINEERS (DORO) 

WILL STRIKE FOR 24 HOURS AT 24 DIFFERENT LOCATIONS. ACTION 
BY FEDERATION OF PRIVATE RAILWAY WORKERS UNION (SHITETSUSOREN) 

IN DOUBT. ITS UNIONS IN BIG COMPANIES MAY OR MAY NOT STRIKE 
FOR 12 HOURS, ISSUE STILL BEING HOTLY DEBATED. MAULER 
RAIL LINE UNIONS PRESENTLY FAVOR STRIKES BUT HAVE NOT 
DECIDED WHETHER THEY WILL BE REAL OR JUST SYMBOLIC, E.G. 

30 MINUTE STRIKES OR WORKSHOP RALLIES. NATIONWIDE, POSTAL 
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WORKERS UNION (ZENTEI) PLANS TO CAL OUT 12,000 AND 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS WORKERS 20,000- ABOUT 6 PERCENT OF THE 
MEMBERSHIP OF EACH UNION. BUS DRIVERS AND AIRLINE PERSONNEL HAVE 
AGREED IN PRINCIPLE TO PARTICIPATE IN NOVEMBER 19 DISPUTES 
BUT HAVE YET TO DETERMINE HOW. THEY ARE SMALL ENTERPRISE 
UNIONS AND EACH IS EXPECTED TO DECIDE ITS OWN TACTICS 
INDEPENDENTLY. 
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4. JAPANESE NATIONAL PUBLIC SERVICE WORKERS ARE NOT RPT 
NOT PARTICIPATING IN NOVEMBER 19 DISPUTE TACTICS; SO ALL 
AIRPORT CONTROL PERSONNEL, EMPLOYEES OF THE TRANSPORTATION 
MINISTRY, WILL BE ON DUTY AS USUAL. 

5. COMMENT. IE EINALLY SCHEDULED NOVEMBER 18, UNION 
DEMONSTRATIONS ARE EXPECTED TO BE PEACEEUL AND ORDERLY. 
STRIKE ACTIVITY ON NOVEMBER 19 WILL BE DIRECTED PRINCIPALLY 
AT EMPLOYERS. GOJ LABOR MINISTRY HAS EXPRESSED CON- 
EIDENCE THAT LABOR WILL NOT LINK PRESIDENT LORD VISIT WITH 
JAPANESE INELATION PROBLEM: AND THATTUNIONS PROTESTS WILL 
NOT IMPACT ADVERSELY ON PRESIDENTIAL VISIT. 

HODGSON 
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